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in twenty days if it had not been supported or forced to do
so by a strong current of general opinion. The Restoration
and the treaty had apparently been received with almost
unanimous enthusiasm in France; why did a part of
France revolt a year later? Was it the "blunders" of the
Bourbons, as many historians assert? But the so-called
"blunders11 of the Bourbons were merely the complica-
tions presented by the insoluble problem which the Res-
toration had to resolve. We have seen that Louis XVIII
had possessed the courage to strike off the chains with
which the Revolution had shackled France after having
promised her liberty. This was the first move necessary to
the re-establishment of the European system. But, once
freed from the repression in which the Revolution had
held them, all the fears, hates, and illusions, magnified
by twenty-five years of adventure, had blown up in a series
of terrific explosions of counter frenzies, which had in-
flamed the whole of France. The Hundred Days were only
the greatest, the most violent, and the most inflammatory
of these explosions. Talleyrand had said at Erfurt: "The
Rhine, the Atlantic Ocean, the Pyrenees, the Mediter-
ranean, and the Alps are the conquests of France; the
rest is the conquest of the Emperor, and France cares noth-
ing for it." This was true and profoundly human. Pre-
sumably not only the history of France but that of
Germany and Europe would have been happier, if at the
beginning of the nineteenth century France had been able
to reconstitute the boundaries of ancient Gaul. But the
left bank of the Rhine had been lost when the allied armies
had crossed the river. By May, 1814, for France to have
regained the Rhine, instead of making peace, it would
have been necessary to resume the war of 1792 by making
the Allies recross the Rhine. But how many Frenchmen
besides Talleyrand and Louis XVIII understood the turn
of events and its inexorable fatality so as to resign them-
selves to the inevitable?
There is no doubt but that after the signing of the